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"It may be, however, that God in his wisdom wants
to take down the conceit of our people and make them
feel that they are of the same frail materials of mortality
as the other thousand millions of human beings that spin
their short webs and die all over earth. In all former
wars virtues lost sight of in time of peace have revived,
and to any one who looked it is unnecessary to say that
our governments, national, state, county and town, had
been corrupt, foul and disgraceful. If war will change
this, it will be cheaply bought. . . .

"The last flag of truce brought me from Vicksburg
a beautiful bouquet with compliments of Major Hoadley
and Major Watts, the same who wanted me not to fire
last night to interrupt his party. The trees are now in
full leaf, the black and blue-birds sing sweetly, and the
mocking bird is frantic with joy. The rose and violet,
the beds of verbena and mignonette, planted by fair
hands now in exile from their homes occupied by the
rude barbarian, bloom as fair as though grim war had
not torn with violent hands all the vestiges of what a
few short months ago were the homes of people as good
as ourselves. You may well pray that a good God in
His mercy will spare the home of your youth the tread
of an hostile army. . . ."

" CAMP OPPOSITE VrcKSBTJRG, April 17, 1863.
", . . I have never been considered the advocate of
McClellan or anybody. I have often said that McClel-
lan's reputation as a scholar and soldier was second to
none after Mexico. I heard Gen. Persifor F. Smith in
1849 pronounce him better qualified to command than                         wa
